The Morocco Problem

von Schoen, now German Ambassador in Paris, was led to
understand that France was prepared to transfer her Congo
Colony to Germany in exchange for the smaller territory of
Togo. On June loth Cruppi informed the Ambassador
that Fez would be evacuated as soon as order had been
restored. In the middle of June, Cambon, in Berlin, dropped
a hint to the Imperial Chancellor, Bethmann-Hollweg as
regards the Congo. On June ipth Cambon and Kiderlen
met at Kissingen to discuss this matter further, after which
Cambon left for Paris for further instructions. Meanwhile
the Spaniards, who were becoming restive at the turn of
events, had sent troops into their sphere of influence. Herr
Zimmermann, the German Under-Secretary, pressed for a
vigorous anti-French policy. He urged that at least four
warships should make their appearance off Morocco, as this
show of determination on Germany's part would have a
tranquillising effect ! Kiderlen, however, wished to await
Cambon's return with an offer from Paris before taking
action. However, as the French Ambassador for several
days after his return made no move, Kiderlen decided to
proceed with his plan, and on June a6th he journeyed to
Kiel and obtained the Emperor's consent to send a warship,
which as stated arrived oft Agadir on July ist. On July pth
Monsieur Cambon saw Herr Kiderlen but he refrained firom
making any actual offer about the Congo, and they met
again on the I5th, but still Cambon avoided the subject,
whereupon Kiderlen appears to have lost patience and
declared that it was his private opinion that Germany would
demand the whole of the French Congo. A report of this
conversation was submitted to the Emperor, who forbade
any steps involving threats being taken during his absence.
The Emperor had no intention of allowing Morocco to lead
to a European War if he could prevent it. Kiderlen, however,
wrote to the Chancellor that nothing could be gained unless
the Quai d'Orsay were made to feel that failure of the
negotiations meant War. He wrote, "Those who declare in
advance that they will not fight cannot expect success in
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